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1. Purpose of Report

To seek the Council’s views on providing emergency funding for Shopmobility. .
Recommendations

Council’s instructions are requested

Information

The current Shopmobility service has been provided within Kettering for many years,
and is run from premises on Wadcroft car park. It is managed by Evans Hearing and
Healthcare Ltd, under a service level agreement with NNC (and previously KBC).
Evans took on the service when the previous provider handed the SLA back and
were at the time the only interested party.

Shopmobility rents out wheelchairs to users with mobility problems to enable them to
shop and make use of facilities in the town centre.

The service is supported by a £13,000 annual grant from NNC, but this is due to end
at the end of March 2024. NNC have, since 2021, continued the grants regimes that

they inherited from the predecessor authorities and during this last year, developed a
new set of priorities, against which they are now seeking bids from potential
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providers. Grants will be awarded for NNC wide contracts, and the category that
shopmobility services fall into is “community transport”.

Evans Hearing and Healthcare Ltd is a local business which provides this service as
a not for profit extension to their business and they are not in a position to bid for a
NNC wide community transport contract which includes Shopmobility as part of it. It is
therefore likely that the service will come to an end in March 2024 unless some
emergency funding is put in place. It is conceivable that another organisation focused
more on community transport might be willing to also seek funding for a Shopmobility
service but none has come forward yet.

This issue only came to light in the last few days and at the time of writing this report,
little is known about the current service. Further information will be made available at
the meeting.

Evans Hearing and Healthcare Ltd has asked the Town Council if they could fund the
service in place of NNC.

The Council’s total grants budget for 2024/5 is £20,000, of which £5000 has been
allocated to core fund certain local organisations and £5000 has been allocated
towards environmental projects. The remaining £10,000 is clearly not enough on its
own and would preclude any other organisations being funded in 2024/5 if it was so
used.

The Council has two other sources of funding which could be used

- the community resilience fund — this is £7500 for both 23/4 and 24/5 years. The
fund has underspent by £6000 in this financial year and this is money which
would otherwise be put into reserves.

- all other general underspends in 2023/4 — the Council is likely to underspend in
total by about £32,000 this year (including the £6000 above) and again, this
money would also be, otherwise, moved into reserves.

It is therefore conceivable that the Council could provide some emergency funding
for Shopmobility which would keep it in place for either a year or part year, pending a
more comprehensive review of the service and how it might be funded long term,
including from sources other than the Town Council.

Consultation and Engagement

None has been possible in the limited time available. If members were to agree a
package which prevented its closure and funded it for a period, it would be possible
to conduct a consultation about the shape and reach of a service in future.
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5. Finance, Legal and Resource Implications

5.1.The Council has no provision for this service in its budget for 24/5 and could it only
fund it from under-spendings in 23/4. This would entail passporting a part of this
year’s underspending into the 24/5 budget and creating a new budget line.

6. Climate change implications

Measures which enable people to shop more locally and use town centre facilities
more easily will reduce longer journeys to other centres.

7. Policy Implications

The Council’s policy is to support the town centre. Shopmobility clearly enables some
of the footfall to the town centre to happen which might not otherwise.

Apart from its economic development benefit, the service also provides a social
service by enabling people to get out and about who might otherwise have limited
opportunity to do that.

Background Papers

Correspondence with Evans Hearing and Healthcare Ltd
Budget and accounts for 23/4 and 24/5
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